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Ugo In 2003, Hjelle started collaborating with the 
Norwegian designer trio Norway Says. The first 
result of this successful collaboration was UGO. 
When first released, UGO was considered as 
the clearly contemporary design – now UGO 
stands out as an icon among classics. The UGO 
sofa was designed to look beautiful at every 
angle, even from behind. The result is a funky 
sitting landscape where three different module 
sizes can be combined in different ways and 
perfectly adapt to various spaces. The modules 
can be assembled, as required, into small sofa 
islands or larger groups.
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Norway Says

The young designer trio Norway Says managed to put 
Norway and Nordic forms back on the international de-
sign map shortly after they started their first collabora-
tion in 1999. At first Norway Says was a design project, 
but in 2002 Torbjørn Anderssen, Andreas Engesvik and 
Espen Voll established Norway Says as a successful 
design group that achieved recognition and admiration 
worldwide for their Scandinavian aesthetics. 

Norway Says won national and international prizes for 
their work, including Torsten & Wanja Søderberg Award, 
the Bruno Mathsson Award and the Wallpaper Award. 
The last mentioned was for Hjelle’s sofa Ugo. After al-
most ten thriving years the three designers chose to end 
the adventure Norway Says in 2009.


